West Closure Complex Slideshow Narrative – July 2011

Slide 1)  The West Closure Complex is currently 85% complete.  The Sector Gates were successfully tested and closed in early June as can be seen in the photo.  Each Gate leaf took  approximately 15 min to close by tow.  

Slide 2)  The Pump Station was also tested in early June.   Currently, 9 out of a total of 11 pumps have been successfully tested and will continue to be tested every other week through hurricane season.  

Slide 3)  A photo of the protected side (north side) of the Pump Station.  Protective rock has been placed on the shoreline of the new levee to protect against wave action from barges passing through the GIWW.  The Contractor has also completed installing the jackets, pouring concrete, and installing the lighting for the steel protective dolphins.

Slide 4)  Rock has also been placed along the discharge side of the complex and the Contractor continues to water and seed the grass on the new levee.  

Slide 5)  Crews continue to work inside the pump station.  As of today, 9 of the 11 pumps are installed and operational.  The remaining pumps and gear reducers in Bays 3 and 4 are currently being assembled and installed.  The remaining pumps will be operational in Aug 11.  Most of the current effort has been concentrated on bringing the remaining pumps online and preparing the electronic controls from inside the safehouse.

Slide 6)  Work continues for the Needle Girder Storage Platform.  All 104 concrete piles have been driven and 2 out of the 6 foundation pours have been completed to date.  Crews continue to place formwork and tie rebar in preparation for the 3rd foundation pour.

Slide 7)  The Waste Water Treatment Facility is progressing as the Contractor has set all the tanks and continues to place concrete and run piping for the structure.  

Slide 8)  Crews continue to drive pile for the protective dolphins on the south side of the Pump Station.  Once the piles have been driven, concrete is poured inside the pile for additional durability.

Slide 9)  All 4 guidewalls have been completed and marine crews have shifted to working on the 60 ft cellular dolphins.   Crews have set the driving template and begun driving pile for the protective dolphin on the SW side of the Sector Gates.

