West Closure Complex Slideshow Narrative – May 2011

Slide 1) An aerial of the WCC with the Harvey Canal and downtown New Orleans in the background.  This shot was taken approximately April 10, 2011.  4 sets of marine crews can be seen in the photo working (from east to west) at the 1) the Needle Girder Storage Platform, 2) Protective Dolphins north of the Pump Station, 3) the Closure Wall, as well as the 4) the Water Control Structure.

Slide 2) Crews have resumed driving pile for the Protective Dolphins on the south side of the Pump Station.   4 dolphins have been completed out of a total of 18 dolphins to be placed on the south side of the pump station.

Slide 3) An outside shot of the pump station.  The five 16’ wide sluice gates can be seen in the photo.  The exterior of the building has been completed as most of the ongoing work has moved inside to the electrical and mechanical work for the pumps.

Slide 4) Crews have finished welding the double-containment piping, which will run fuel from the fuel storage tanks to the engines inside the pump station.   Diesel fuel trucks can be seen in the background filling the tanks.  The fuel tanks have been partially filled ahead of time in order to perform the necessary pump testing before hurricane season.

Slide 5) A ground shot of the intake/north side of the pump station.  The last two remaining steel pipe pile can be seen on the right, which have since been driven.  Most of the rigs in the center have turned their effort onto constructing the Closure Wall and erecting the pile templates for the cellular dolphins that will be constructed on each corner of the sector gates.

Slide 6) An aerial shot facing southward.  Crews continue to fertilize and water the new levee that ties into the East T-Wall.

Slide 7) The Contractor has completed driving all 104 total piles for the Needle Girder Storage Platform as well as the piles for the Fuel Line that can be seen in the foreground of the photo.  Neither structure is critical for completion for this hurricane season.

Slide 8) Foundation prep work consisting of 14 concrete piles and rock placement has been completed for the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  Since there will be no sewer line to the Pump Station, all waste water will need to undergo treatment.

Slide 9) Crews continue to drive piles for the closure wall.  All vertical piles, A-frames, and batter piles have been installed as of May 12th.  The 404c T-Wall on the left side of the photo is nearly complete.   

Slide 10) Crews continue to work at the Water Control Structure at the intersection of the Estelle and Harvey Canals.  Two openings are being constructed to allow for drainage to flow from the Old Estelle Pumping Station into the GIWW.    During a storm event, these gates will close.

