West Closure Complex 

March 2011 – Construction Updates

Slide 1)  An aerial photo of the West Closure Complex taken Mid-February.  Crews can be seen dredging the old levee to the north and south of the Pump Station.  The material is being offloaded and hauled to Site N and the Walker Road Pits.  The 16 ft high 404c T-Wall can be seen at the bottom of the photo.  Work on the 404c T-Wall is progressing quickly as nearly 90% of the wall and 95% of the foundation has been poured to date.  

Slide 2)  Crews have unloaded sheet pile that will be used as permanent protection against seepage as part of the WBV-12 levee enlargement.

Slide 3)  A shot from the Access Bridge of the Pump Station, looking out at the East T-Wall.  The East T-Wall has been completed.  The Sector Gates can be seen in the background of the photo, waiting to be set.  Fuel and electrical lines for the complex are run along the side of the Access Bridge.

Slide 4) Work is also continuing inside the safehouse.  The Masonry work has been completed and crews continue to install plumbing and electrical lines. 

Slide 5)  All of the engines have been rough set inside the pump station.  Crews have begun the process of leveling, aligning, and connecting each of the pumps to the gear reducers.  Engine air intake and exhaust silencers continue to be installed, as well as many other miscellaneous mechanical and electrical pieces that need to be installed in order for the pumps to be tested.

Slide 6)  The Subcontractor has resumed driving vertical and batter steel pipe pile for the protective dolphin cells.  The Dolphins are a protective measure put in place to ensure that no runaway barges make contact with the Pump Station, East T-Wall, or Closure Wall.  There will be approximately 50 dolphins installed around the West Closure Complex.

Slide 7)   The first sector gate leaf was installed inside the concrete walls on March 6, 2011.  The entire procedure took approximately 4 hours.  The inside of the Sector Gate has been dewatered in order to allow crews properly set, install, and pour concrete once the gate is in place.  The second gate can be seen to the right of the photo and was installed on March 10, 2011.

Slide 8)  The first gate has been entirely set on jacks and disconnected from the loading beam.  Once the gates have been installed, crews will rewater the gate housing and test the gates in the wet.  Once the gates are tested, the temporary needle beams will be removed, navigation will then pass through the gates, and work will begin on the closure wall.
